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sisted in sensitizing a silver plate with the
vapor of iodine and then placing it in a cam-
era obscura, previously focused, and after-
ward developing the picture by vapor of
mercury. It was then fixed by immersion in
hyposulphite of sodium. After thorough
washing and drying the picture was covered
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with glass to prevent its being rubbed off.
The process is now replaced by photography
(which see).
Louis Jacques Mande Daguerre, da gai/
(1789-1851), was originally a scene-painter
at Paris, but as early as 1814 his attention
was directed to the subject of photographing
pictures on metal. In 1833 he succeeded in
perfecting the new photographic process,
which caused a great sensation in the world
of science. Daguerre was made an officer
of the Legion of Honor, and an annuity of
6,000 francs ($1,200) was settled on him.
DAHLCjREN, dalfgren, John Adolph
(1809-1870), an American naval officer and
artillerist. He entered the navy in 1826. In
1850 lie brought forward an invention of a
type of cannon, which was named for him
and which was of great value during1 the
 Civil "War, but later became obsolete. At
the beginning of the war he became com-
mandant of the Washington navy yard, and
in 1863 was made rear admiral and was
placed in command of the South Atlantic
blockading squadron. In IS66 he command-
ed the South Pacific squadron, and in 1S6S
took charge of the bureau of ordnance in
Washington. In the following year he was
again appointed commandant of the Wash-
ington navy yard.
DAHLIA, (or dale'ya], a genus of plants
belonging to the composite family, so called
after the Swedish botanist Dahl. Dahlias are
native of Mexico, but they are extensively
cultivated in the United States, Canada and
Europe, in an immense number of varieties,
producing large and beautiful flowers of al-
most every imaginable color.
DAHOMEY, daho'mi, now a part of
French West Africa, was formerly an in-
dependent negro kingdom. Its northern
boundary is not well defined, but it extends
in a narrow belt southward between Togo
and Nigeria to the Gulf of Guinea, an At-
lantic arm, where is found its chief city and
seat of government, Porto Novo, which has
20,000 inhabitants.
The area of Dahomey is 41,302 square
miles, and its population was 1,133,300 in
1933; only 900 are white. The natives are
of pure negro stock, and wherever the soil
is fertile they are good agriculturists, raising
corn, yams and potatoes. The forests con-
tain cocoanut palms and oil palms, and a
decreasing supply of rubber,
France gained a foothold here in 1851 and
gradually extended its influence in the form
of a protectorate (which see) until 1894,
when the whole kingdom became a part of
French West Africa.
DATEYING, or DAIRY HTJS'BANDRY,
that branch of agriculture which is given to
the production of milk and its various prod-
ucts. Dairying has always been given some
attention on farms, and in Denmark and
Holland it has been the leading agricultural
occupation for many generations. Dairying
as a distinct occupation in North Am erica
has developed since 1860, the year in which
the first cheese factory was built.
Dairying is carried on for three purposes
—selling milk, making butter and making
cheese. Milk is sold to supply the consumers
in cities and for the purpose of making con-
densed milk. The by-products of milk are

